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ETHICAL HOUSING
LOW-INCOME DWELLINGS FOR AT-RISK SINGLE MOTHERS
IN 2017, THE US CENSUS BUREAU REPORTED 3,380,932 FAMILIES HEADED BY A SINGLE MOTHER AND CONSIDERED POOR.  THIS MEANS THAT AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING IS LIMITED TO UNSAFE AREAS WITH LOWER RENT THAT ARE NOT IDEAL FOR RAISING CHILDREN. THIS PROJECT, BASED 35 MILES OUTSIDE OF CHICAGO, 
ILLINOIS, SEEKS TO CHANGE THE WAY WE SEE LOW-INCOME HOUSING. IT WILL PROVIDE A SAFE SPACE FOR SINGLE MOTHERS TO RAISE THEIR CHILDREN WHILE 
HELPING TO BUILD LASTING FRIENDSHIPS BETWEEN NEIGHBORHOODS THROUGH THE THEORIES DEVELOPED BY ARCHITECT ROSS CHAPIN IN HIS STUDY OF 
POCKET NEIGHBORHOODS. 
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The Clubhouse
THIS BUILDING HOUSES OFFICES FOR 
CASE WORKERS AND THE PORPERTY 
MANAGER AS WELL AS TENNANT 
AMMENITIES SUCH AS A GYM, MAIL 
ROOM, LIBRARY, COMPUTER CENTER 
AND SMALL MEETING ROOMS.
2 The Cottages
FEATURING TWO SEPARATE FLOOR 
PLANS DESIGNED BY RENOWNED 
ARCHITECT ROSS CHAPIN (ONE-TWO 
BEDROOM AND ONE-THREE BEDROOM) 
THESE HOMES ARE IDEAL SPACES FOR 
ENCOURAGING THE COMMUNITY IDEALS 
THAT POCKET NEIGHBORHOODS STRIVE 
FOR. 
3 The Courtyard
THE COURTYARD IS DESIGNED WITH THE 
OVERALL SAFETY AND WELL-BEING OF 
THE COMMUNITY IN MIND. SERVING AS 
THE FOCAL POINT OF THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD, THE GREAT LAWN AND 
FLOWER GARDENS PROVIDE A SAFE 
SPACE FOR ADULTS TO SOCIALIZE AND 
CHILDREN TO PLAY. WITH ALL HOMES 
FACING THIS CENTRAL POINT, RESIDENTS 
CAN TAKE AN ACTIVE ROLE IN KEEPING 
THE COMMUNITY SAFE.
4 The Commons
THIS SMALL BULDING FEATURES A 
KITCHEN AND PLENTY OF ROOM FOR 
TABLES TO ALLOW RESIDENTS TO HOST 
GATHERINGS THAT EXCEED THE AVAIL-
ABLE SPACE OF THIER COTTAGES. ITS 
FULL GLASS BACK WALL OFFERS VIEWS 
OF LAKE MICHIGAN’S BEAUTIFUL SUN-
SETS.
5 The Community Garden
THESE SMALL PATCHES OF EARTH SERVE 
AS COMMUNITY VEGETABLE GARDENS 
FOR THE RESIDENTS TO USE. EACH 
HOME WILL BE GIVEN A DESIGNATED 
PLOT TO CULTIVATE IF THEY WISH AND 
GARDENING CLASSES WILL BE OFFERED 
TO TEACH RESIDENTS NEW SKILLS.
6 The Parking
BECAUSE THE GOAL OF POCKET NEIGH-
BORHOODS IS TO CREATE OPPORTUNI-
TIES FOR SOCIALIZATION, THE PARKING 
LOT IS LOCATED AT THE ENTRANCE TO 
THE COMMUNITY AND MAKES IT NECES-
SARY FOR RESIDENTS TO WALK 
THROUGH THE ENTIRE NEIGHBORHOOD 
TO REACH THIER COTTAGE. THIS IN-
CREASES THE CHANCE THAT NEIGHBORS 
WILL PASS EACH OTHER AND START A 
CONVERSATION. 
